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I was brought to the U.S. at seven years old by my immigrant parents. I’ve now
lived in America for 17 years. Being an illegal immigrant means living in fear of
deportation; there is no promise of security. My 19-year-old brother was
deported when I was 17, and my family has never been the same since. It’s been
seven years now that I haven’t seen him and don’t know if I ever will.
In 2012, I was given the opportunity to come out of the shadows as an illegal
immigrant and become a “Dreamer” (under Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals, a.k.a. DACA). Despite the displacement of my brother, I gained the peace
of mind knowing that, for four years, I would be protected from deportation.
DACA has given me the opportunity to work and go to school. I paid for my
bachelor’s degree out of my own pocket (no student loans, no government
assistance). I can’t tell you how disheartening it is to feel like the President
doesn’t support the Dreamers.
My family and I have made so many sacrifices to be here in the U.S.; I deserve an
opportunity to demonstrate that I can be an American citizen. I am a firstgeneration college graduate, currently excelling in my corporate position. I am
not a criminal — I’ve never even had a traffic violation. I go through background
checks, I pay my taxes and all other fees required as a DACA recipient.
Despite all my efforts to my community and to this country, the President doesn’t
believe that I am up to par to be a law-abiding citizen. The U.S. is the only home I
have ever known, and no DACA means losing everything I have ever worked
toward.

Your tasks:
1. Summarize Camila’s experiences of immigrational matters in the U.S. in not more than
80-100 words.
2. Define according to Trump’s immigration policy (see lessons of last week!) which
consequences she has to fear. Note down key words.
3. Define the type of narrator in the given text and explain how this perspective effects
you as the reader. Consider the questions on the theory paper of last week, attached
to the mail.
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When an author writes a text, he or she follows a clear goal of how he or she wants to
describe what happens in the story. The author decides on a certain1 narrative
perspective and a narrator to achieve an intended effect on the reader. When you
are asked to analyse the narrative technique and perspective of a text your task is to
analyse the connection between the text’s content2, the text’s narrative perspective
and the effect on the reader.
There are questions that you need to consider3 when you analyse a text’s
narrative perspective:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What type of narrator (first-person narrator, third-person limited narrator,
omniscient4 narrator) tells the story?
Which attitude5 does the narrator have towards the characters/a certain
character?
How does this attitude influence the reader's perception6 of the characters/this
character?
Does the narrator take part in the story or does he observe7 the events from the
outside?
How close is the narrator to the events? Does he know about all events or only about
parts of them?
Does the narrator have insight into the thoughts and feelings of one specific character
or all characters?
Does the narrator adopt8 the perspective of a certain character? Does he switch
between the perspectives of different characters?

There are several effects the author plans to achieve with his/her decision for a
narrative technique:
➢ to create distance or closeness to the text’s characters
and events
➢ to create suspense9 or boredom10
➢ to provide a lack of information, to provide a good
amount of information, to overwhelm with too many details
➢ to involve the reader’s emotions or to create a distance to the reader
➢ to create an understanding or misunderstanding of the text’s characters
and events

1
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Wahrnehmung
7
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8
annehmen
9
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10
Langeweile
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In general, there are three types of narrators an author can use to tell a story:
First-person narrator

Third-person limited
narrator

Omniscient narrator

This narrator brings the
reader close to the feelings
and thoughts of a particular
character in the story
because the narrator is
identical with this character.
You get to know only what
this character knows. Often,
the first-person narrator is
identical
with
the
protagonist. This narrator is
used to increase the
reader’s
empathy
and
understanding
with the
narrator.
However,
the
amount of information the
reader gets is limited and
therefore highly subjective.

This type of narrator tells the
story from the outside, but
only knows the feelings and
opinions of one particular
character in the story. The
narrator is not identical with
this character. This narrator
is used to identify with the
protagonist and to be right in
the text’s action. The
distance
between
the
narrator and the story is
higher than the first-person
narrator.

This narrator tells the story
from the outside but knows
about
the
characters’
thoughts and feelings as well
as the background of the
story. Sometimes the narrator
also comments on the
characters’ behaviour, the
story or the writing itself. The
distance between the narrator
and the story is great and
therefore the information the
reader gets to know are highly
objective.

Possible tasks for a written exam:
Define the type of narrator in the given text and explain how this perspective
effects the reader.
Analyse the attitude of the narrator in the given text. How is this attitude created and
how does it influence the reader's perception of the character?
Examine the narrative technique used by the author to arouse the reader’s attention
and explain the effect on the reader.
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